
Dear Community Support repreSentative,

High school students in your community are again entering a national 
competition of science and technology. The FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science & Technology) Robotics Competition, has been 
endorsed by astronauts, scientists and engineers as the "Ultimate Mind 
Sport", immersing students in the exciting world of science and math in a 
fun and competitive atmosphere. Competitions are broadcast nationally by 
ESPN, NASA and many local TV stations. Each year brings a new 
problem with new challenges for the students to overcome. Each year 
more than 5,000 teams across the Unites States / World will have six 
intense weeks to conceptualize, build, and test their robots to compete in 
this year's challenge. 

Right now, our team is planning the budget for the year and support is 
being sought from the local community in the form of money, food, tools 
and    services. Money will be used to help support the cost of building the 
robot,   attending the local competitions, and if we do well enough, attend 
the      championship competition in Houston. It is estimated that we will 
need over $25,000 over the course of this season alone for robot parts, 
competition fees, travel and food. 

The students of the Inlet Grove Community, Suncoast & and many more 
High Schools and Home Schoolers on the FIRST Robotics Team 179, 
Children of the Swamp, would greatly appreciate any help you and your 
business can provide. All contributions are recognized. More details on the 
recognition given to sponsors can be found in this packet. 

Thank you for your support, 

Team 179 Students, Parents and Mentors

*Inlet Grove Community High School, Tax ID# 85-8013107330C-3

Sponsors make FIRST Robotics 
possible
Propp II Family Foundation
OTIS
Motorola
Aerojet Rocketdyne
EDF Inc
RTX
Alro Metals
Education Foundation PBC
Lockheed Martin
Florida Power and Light
American Stairs

Mentors make it work
Jonathan Taylor
Bryan Phagan
Mark Gross
Joe Pipitone
James Comstock
Christian Olsson
Katie Mahoney

2026 – Championship, FIRST 
Leadership Award, Orlando 
Regional, Winner, Industrial 
Design Award, S. FL. Regional 
– Quality Award, FIRST 
Leadership Award Finalist
2025 - Arkansas Regional, 
Team Sustainability Award, 
FIRST Leadership Award 
Finalist,  Orlando & S. FL 
Regional - Winner, Industrial 
Design Award
2024 - S. FL & Orlando 
Regional - Winner, Excellence 
in Engineering Award & 
Quality Award 
2023 - S. FL & Orlando 
Regional Winner, 
Autonomous Award Winner, 
Rocket City Regional Finalists 
& Creativity Award Winner
2022 - S. FL Regional - Winner 
& Excellence in Engineering 
Award, Orlando Regional -
Winner & Quality Award and 
Bayou - Winner & Creativity 
Award
2021 - Quality Award


